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ns of human rights by other regimes 
vide legitimate grounds for outside 

ervention? Ultimately, these questions 
ll turn on the degree of acceptance that 
TO's actions gamer in the wider 

ernational community. far, 
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tions are positive. UN Secretary 
ral Kofi Annan has reaffirmed his 
 enunciated in an address last June, 

e [UN] Charter protects the sover-
gnty of peoples. It was never meant 

as a licence for governments to tram-
ple on human rights and human 
dignity. Sovereignty implies respon-
sibility, not just power.l1  

 25 participants in NATO's Partnership 
r Peace program, only Russia failed to 
ice its support for NATO's goals and 
tions at the Washington NATO summit.12 
 the UN Security Council, 12 of 15 states 
posed Russia's draft resolution 
ndemning NATO's actions.13 And, 
spite its opposition, even segments of 
ssia' s elite are sympathetic to the basic 

inciple underlying NATO's position. In 
92, then-Foreign Minister Andrei 
zyrev wrote:  
Wherever threats to democracy and 
human rights o
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ns thereof, the international com-
munity can and must contribute to 
their removal ... Such measures are 
regarded today not as interference in 
internal affairs but as assistance and 
cooperation in ensuring everywhere a 
'most favored regime' for the life of 
the peoples-one consistent with each 
state's human rights commitments 
under the UN Charter, international 
covenants, and other relevant 
instruments.14  
ny Blair or Bill Clinton could not have 

id it better.  
Thus it seems that the seeds planted by 
stern statesmen two generations ago, and 
tiently nurtured since, have taken root. 
hat remains to be seen is if the fruit borne 
sweet or rotten. If the "Peace of Pristina" 
ts a precedent of the international 
mmunity conditioningthe continued 
cognition of a state's sovereignty on its 
mane treatment of its citizenry, perhaps it 

ill join the Peace of Westphalia as a 
atershed for interstate politics .••  
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