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Ethnic Purification and Its Three Types of Refugees

Images of “ethnic cleansing” in Bosnia
and the millions of internal and external
refugeesthatithas produced are familiar
to people throughout the world. The
international community has been
appalled by the reports of bloody
massacres, rapes of young girls, concen-
tration camps and massive uprootment
of the Muslim population of this region.
Unfortunately, what is happening in
former Yugoslavia today can be repli-
cated in a number of other regions of the
former Soviet bloc countries that have
received farlessmedia coverage. Policies
of ethnic purification have been adopted
by nationalist governments in the Baltic,
central Asia and the Caucasus. In some
instances these policies have translated
into discrimination against members of
ethnic minorities in these states. In
others, they have involved more violent
clashes.

We can identify three types of refu-
gees in the area. First, there are those
refugees who have been displaced
through armed confrontations. Among
them are Croatians and Bosnian Mus-
lims from former Yugoslavia, Armeni-

ans from Azerbaijan, Azeries from
Armenia, Ossetians from Georgia,
Ingushetians from northern Ossetia
(southern Russia), Greeks and Russians
from Abkhazia (Georgia), Jewsin central
Asia and in southern Russia, and mem-
bers of conflicting tribes in Tadjikistan.
Second, there are those refugees who
are pushed out of their homes through
less violent means. Among them are two

million Russians who have been forced
out of the Baltic, Central Asian and Cau-
casian states by such policies as denial of
employment, of the right to educate their
children in Russian, of citizenship, of a
right to own property, and of franchise.
Many Russian-speaking Jews in these
regions have received the same treat-
ment. However, unlike the Russians who
flee predominantly to Russia, Jews have
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opted to leave the area of the former
Soviet Union and migrate to Israel, the
United States or Canada and other coun-
tries. Most Germans from Central Asia
wouldliketoemigrate toGermany.Since
Germany has set a limited annual quota
for resettlement of ethnic Germans from
the former Soviet Union, many have
chosen to move to Ukraine and Russia in
the meantime.

Inthe case of Jews, some of the means
adopted to force them out of their home
regions have included open assaults,
threatening letters and telephone calls.
However, most of these attacks have
been aimed at individual families and
there have not yet been any widespread
pogroms against Jewish communities in
these regions.

And finally, the third type consists of
potential refugees or those who, for vari-
ous reasons, have not left their homes
yet, although they have experienced dis-

_ crimination, harassment and, at times,

violence. Amongthemare Jews through-
out the former Soviet Union who have
received invitations to migrate to Israel,
but who are reluctant to move because of
serious hardships the Soviet alia have
experiencedinIsraelinthelastfew years.
More than twenty million Russians are
still found outside Russia and are ex-
pected to join the ranks of those who
have already become refugees. How-
ever, the persistence of the institution of
propiska (residency permit) in Russia pre-
vents most of them from moving there.
Over two million Germans and their
families (which inciude non-Germans),
dispersed throughout the territory of the
former U.S.S.R., are also hoping to
migrate to Germany. Their gradual re-
settlement may take over twenty years.
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Israel and Russia have opened their
doors wide to members of their own eth-
nic groups. Yet because of respective
economiic, political and social problems
(rejection by the host population in the
case of Israel) in these two countries,
many of their potential refugees pres-
ently prefer to stay at home. This situa-
tion may change if they experience a
stronger push by the ethnic majority in
their countries to leave. Many of the
Germans in Russia would leave for Ger-
many now if Germany changed its
policy, which is not likely in the near
future.

Many of these refugees have been
victims of extreme violence, but have not
received international attentionand sup-
port. Successful settlement of these refu-
gees requires careful analysis of their
needs and ways these needs can be met,
as articles by Huseby-Darvas, Meznaric
and Zlatkovic Winter, and Schwarzer
and Hahn in this issue show. However,
while the case of Bosnia has been the
most dramatic example of ethnic cleans-
ing in the former Soviet bloc countries,
the articles by Benifand and Basok show
that a potential for genocide against eth-
nic minorities exists in other parts of this
region and that thousands of people can
be turned into refugees by other means
that are less bloody. In order to deliver
adequate assistance to refugees, it is im-
portant to report on the violations of
human rights of various ethnic minori-
ties, on less violent strategies used to
force them outof theirhomeregions, and
to monitor those conditions that convert
potential refugees into real ones.
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