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Harvest of Violence documents the im-
pact of Guatemalan state terror on that
country’s indigenous peoples during

the 1980s. The explicit intention of the

book was to dispel the gross miscon-
ceptions among U.S. policy makers
and voters of the Reagan administra-
tion concerning the civil war in Guate-
mala. Six years after it was published,
the book continues to provide an indis-
pensable account of the social, cultural
and economic repercussions of geno-
cidal counterinsurgency in Guatemala.
The contributors to Harvest df Vio-
lence, mostly anthropologists, rightly
claim a special credibility based on
years and even decades of experience
researching and living with the Maya
Indians in Guatemala. They reveal a
depth of knowledge and itrust
_unattained by foreign journalists or the
Guatemalan government and military
officials upon whom U.S. policy mak-
ers relied for information. The authen-
ticity of their grim accounts comes
“from the forceful intrusion of state vio-
lence into the authors’ own lives. They
witnessed deaths and disappearances
of their indigenous informants and
experienced mounting danger to
themselves. The escalating vidlence
and repression caught some by sur-
prise. Robert Carmack recalls his sud-
den realization in the early 1980s “that
many, perhaps most, of the... Indians
and ladinos being killed in Guatemala
were innocent.” The counterinsur-
gency campaign was also destroying
the material and cultural conditions of
many Maya communities indirectly. It
was inevitable that the authors’
otherwise traditional ethnographic re-
search would become dramatically
reoriented and politicized.
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The book is organized according to
the levels of violence experienced by
indigenous communities—reflecting
the Guatemalan army’s “colour cod-
ing” of the central and western high-
lands according to the level of
suspected guerrilla activity. The book
documents the “red zones” of general-
ized violence, where the military’s
scorched earth policy wiped out entire
communities in the early 1980s; the
“pink” and “yellow zones” where vio-
lence was applied selectively against
Mayan peasants; and the “green
zones” of indirect violence. A fourth
section deals with the experience of
Indians forced to flee their places of
origin, displaced both internally and
across the border into Chiapas,
Mexico.

The contributors to Harvest of Vio-
lence usually manage to marry an ana-
lytical focus with aninformallanguage
and largely narrative style that make
their essays readily accessible to those
outside their discipline. One of theana-
lytically strongest pieces in the collec-
tion is Carol Smith’s account of the
economic and cultural devastation
that counterinsurgency has wrought
onaMayan community removed from
the worst of the army’s direct violence.
Smith captures the complexity of the
long-standing economic interdepend-
ence of the Guatemalan indigenous
communities, and the inextricability of
their cultural and material vitality. In
the community of Totonicapén, Smith
demonstrates that the decline in re-
gional demand for traditional cloth-
ing, now a dangerous marker of ethnic
identity, is destroying a means of in-
digenous livelihood. The military’s
system of civil patrols has further
sapped the income earning capacity of
all adult males, and introduced suspi-
cionand disharmony toa once solidary
community.

The introductory and concluding
chapters situate the case studies in the
broader social, historical and political
contexts. Among the misconceptions
maintained by the Reagan administra-
tion which Carmack and Adams di-
rectly confront, was the belief that the
indigenous peoples were accidental
victims of violence. Their accounts
clearly show that the indigenous peo-
ples were deliberate targets of the
Guatemalan government'’s counterin-
surgency campaign. Given that the
explicit objective Harvest of Violence is
to promote a change in U.S. policy to-
ward Guatemala, the one shortcoming
of the work is its failure to delineate
thatpolicy, beyond a few unsystematic
allusions. The assumption that even
American readers will already be fa-
miliar with the history of U.S. military
support to Guatemala is not necessar-
ily a safe one. m
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The Centre for Refugee Studies will publish a special issue of Refuge on the refugee situation in
the former Yugoslavia. The issue will deal with topics such as:

¢ Characteristics of the ethnic and national conflicts

* Problems and conditions of refugees and internally displaced persons in the region

* European and North American response to refugee crisis in the former constituent
republics

*» The role of local and international NGOs in providing assistance to refugees

¢ The role of UN military observers in security

* Reconstruction of the affected communities after the cessation of hostilities

Papers on these issues and other related areas are now being invited for consideration. Please
send a short abstract to the guest editor by April 15, 1994. Deadline for article submission is May
1,199%4.

The paper length may not exceed 15 pages (double-spaced) or about 4,000 words. All submis-
sions must include a 150-word précis in French (preferred) or in English. Short papers of 750 to
1,000 words are also welcome. Wordprocessed submissions may be sent on disk or by email.

For further details, please contact:

Maja Korac, Guest Editor, Refuge Special Issue
Centre for Refugee Studies

York University

4700 Keele Street, North York

Ontario, Canada M3J 1P3

Fax: (416) 736-5837 ¢ Tel: (416) 736-5663
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mkorac@vml.yorku.ca or refuge@vml.yorku.ca
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