
Part 1: Sociodemographic Aspects of Migration 

1. The Role of Migration in the 
Composition of the Russian 
Population 

The global crisis of the late 1980s and 
early 1990s has affected all of Russian 
society including its migration proc- 
esses. The general instability, the erec- 
tion of boundaries within a 
once-unified country, the introduction 
of visa regulations, and the existence 
of numerous "hot spots" has led to a 
decrease in the overall rate of migra- 
tion. Thus several indicators of migra- 
tion flows-the number of arrivals in 
the country, the number of departures 
from the country, and the number of 
internal migrants-fell between 1986 
and 1992 (see Table 1). In 1992, the 
number of migrants per 1,000 Russians 
was 11 percent less than in 1991 and 
one-third less than in the period 1986- 
1990. 

Table 1: The Declining Tendency 
of Russians to Migrate (in '000s) 

Year Arrivals Departures Internal 
Migrants 

1986 6,400 6,100 5,500 
1989 5,600 5,500 4,800 
1990 5,200 5,000 4,200 
1991 4,600 4,500 3,800 
1992 4,200 4,000 3,200 
Source: State Statistics Committee of the 

Russian Federation. 

This decline is perhaps surprising 
given the country's cataclysmic state. 
But the plain fact is that Russia does 
not suffer from a migratory avalanche, 
notwithstanding occasional media 

claims to the contrary. It is true, how- 
ever, that contemporary migration in 
Russia has altered in character due to 
the country's high level of social, po- 
litical and economic instability. 

For a long time, migration between 
Russia, on the one hand, and the "near 
abroad1 and foreign countries, on the 
other hand, did not greatly influence 
the size of the Russian population. 
Natural increase (the surplus of births 
over deaths) was the main factor con- 
tributing to population growth. Thus 
the number of arrivals in the Russian 
Federation exceeded departures be- 
ginningin the mid-1970s. In the period 
1979-88, the population grew at an av- 
erage rate of 180,000 people per year. 
In any given year, no more than 19 
percent of this growth was attributable 
to positive net migration (a surplus of 
arrivals over departures). 

Over the past few years, however, 
the contribution of migration to popu- 
lation growth has increased dramati- 
cally.  his is 
due to a declin- 
ing birth rate 
and a rising 
death rate. By 
1992, net migra- 
tion was unable 
to compensate 
for losses 
caused by the 
natural de- 

2. Inter-Regional Migration 
Streams and Changes in Their 
Direction 

In the last few years, the direction of 
internal migration has changed sub- 
stantially. Table 2 indicates that the 
historical rural-to-urban population 
flow has been reversed. Most regions 
in Russia experienced net urban-to- 
rural migration in 1992 for the first 
time in many years. Some 80,000 more 
people amved in rural regions than 
departed from them.2 

The reasons for this reversal are 
complex and diverse. They include: 
fewer urban job opportunities as a re- 
sult of the general decline of produc- 
tion, the deterioration of many of the 
social advantages of urban living, and 
worsening ecological conditions in the 
cities. 

Changes have also taken place in the 
direction of inter-regional migration. 
During the Soviet period migrants 
from all over the Soviet Union were 
drawn to the North, Siberia and the Far 
East. But the early 1990s have wit- 
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Table 3 Inter-Regional Migration in Russia (in '000s) 
Annual Average 

for197948 1990 1991 1992 
Economic districts: 
Northern 3.9 -13.2 -39.2 -45.6 
East. Siberian 4.3 -24.5 -28.6 -36.2 
Far Eastern 33.4 -9.6 -66.1 -150.4 
Total Siberia and Far East 119.1 -36.3 -126.7 -194.8 

Source: State Statistics Committee of the Russian Federation. 

crease of the population. Thus in 1992, nessed a massive flow of people from 
for the first time in the post-World War these regions (see Table 3). 
I1 period, the size of the Russian popu- In 1992, in the Nenetski andyamalo- 
lation actually fell (see Table 2). Nenetski regions of Russia, a survey 

was conducted by the Demographic 
Centre of the Russian Academy of Sci- 

Table 2 The Population of the Russian Federation (in 
Total Urban 

Population size, Jan. 1, '92 148,704.3 109,672.4 
Change in '92 due to natural decrease -207.0 -176.8 
Change in '92 due to net migration 176.1 -113.4 
Total change -30.9 -752.1 
Population size, Jan. 1, '93 148,673.4 108,920.3 
1993 population as %of '92 population 99.98 99.31 

Source: State Statistics Committee of the Russian Federation 

'000s) 
Rural 

39,031.9 
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101.85 

ence. It demonstrated that 50 percent 
of the population not native to these 
places were going to leave.3 Three- 
quarters of these people expressed the 
intention to return to other regions of 
Russia and one-quarter planned to 
leave for the near abroad (Ukraine, 
Belarus, etc.). These people probably 
originally came from the regions to 
which they were then planning to re- 
turn. 
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