












 

which precedes it suggests that coming to 
a stage where a common language exists 
to assess equity of service is an expensive
task that lies ahead. 

As a non-Jew looking in on the laws 
pertinent to treating foreign aliens among
the Jewish community, it seems that for
what is accomplished in helping 
newcomers the community should be
joyful. The Canadian Jewish community 
does come up short doctrinally in their
exclusive concern for Jewish immigrants.
Some effort needs to be made to consider
providing for newcomer non-Jews, as well 
as Jews. This is the Jewish tradition, but
has been lost perhaps because of the
contemporary situation of Jewish society.
Instead of being autonomous, the Jewish
community is a subset of a larger
Canadian secular society. For this reason,
it seems to make some sense to focus only 
on Jewish newcomers. However, there
may be costs to this decision. III 

Notes 

So That Russia be "Saved"
 Anti-Jewish Violence in Russia: 
 Its Roots and Consequences 

By Tanya Basok 
and Alexander 
B.enifand ToroIltO: York Lanes Press, 1993 ISBNl-

55014-01Q-8;8.5x1161p; CON $9.95 

The growing popularity of ultra-nationalism and neo-Nazism in Europe and to some 
extentinNorth America is truly alarming, and this publication offers a perceptive 
analysis of the political trends in Russia and their implications for Russian Jews. It. 
provides an historical analysis of anti-Jewish violence in Russia and poses an 
important question: can those conditions which resulted in anti-Jewish pogroms at 
the turn of the century re-emerge today? 

Dr. Basok and Dr. Benifandarguein this occasional paper that there is a number of 
clear indications of the popularity of the anti-Semitic and ultranationalistideas 
notorily among the masses and nationalist organizations but in the government as 
well. 

Many of those who have been impoverished as a result of the "shock therapy" or 
who have grown extremely disillusioned with Yeltsin' s reform policies, 
havebecom.eattractedto the solutions such as: getting rid of ethnic minorities, 
especially Jews, territorial expansion of the Russian federation to include the Jormer 
Soviet republics, the extension of the Russian sphere of influence in Europe and 
Central Asia, protection of Russian lands (e.g., the Kurile Islands) and the curbing of 
ethnic nationalism within the Russian federation. Basok and Benifand's insightful 
analysis is an excellent attempt to understand the rise of ultra-nationalism in Russia. 

1. Numbers originate from JIAS national 
 office. 
2. Board members from Toronto and Mon 
 treal were not interviewed. 
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