Therehavebeen frequent

The opposition parties are

efforts to pull down the government on
the single issue of the Chittagong Hill
Tracts Peace Accord. :

In the final analysis, it can be said

that a political settlement—within the
framework of the Constitutionjof acoun-
try—canbring abouta viable Jolution to
arefugee problem which addresses the
root causes of insurgency,jand also
takes into account the aspifations of
ethnic minorities. Such political settle-
mentbringsaboutnotonly the repatria-
tion of refugeeslivingin othee{::-‘ountries
butalso ensures that future refugee out-
flow is very unlikely. Violatipns of hu-
man rights can be prevented only
through such political settlements. The
Chittagong Hill Tracts Peacel Accord is
in a way a model peace accjrd, which
can be adopted in many refugee situa-
tions and also amongst intgjnally-dis-
placed persons. B 5

Notes :
1. A. S. Bhasin, Indo—Bangladf.T Relations,

1971-1994, Vol. II, (New Delhj: Siba Exim
Pvt. Ltd., 1996), 1151-1152.,

. Ibid., 1151-1152. f
. Ibid., 1160-1164. }
. Ibid., 1125. i

. Suhas Chakma, “Chittagong h)eadlock—
The Chakma Plight Remains{Unsolved,”
Pioneer, 24 January 1994,

6. See Bhasin, Indo-Bangladesh Relations,
1971-1994, 1151.

7. Ibid., 1145.
. Ibid., 1179.
9. For the text of the Accord, seg Annex.

10. Public Opinion Trends, New Delhi, 13 De-
cember 1997, 1237. |

11. Public Opinion Trends, New Defhi, 12March
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Annex:

Text of the Chittagong Hill Tracts
| Peace Treaty

Following is the English rendering of
the peaceagreementsigned betweenthe
National Committee on Chittagong Hill
Tracts Affairs, formed by the Govern-
ment of Bangladesh, and the Parbatya
Chattagram Jana Sanghati Samity, re-
ports Daily Star (3/12) quoting BSS.

(Text): Keeping full and unswerved
allegiance in Bangladesh’s state sover-
eignty and territorial integrity in Bang-
ladesh’s Chittagong Hill Tracts region
under the jurisdiction of the Constitu-
tion of the People’s Republic of Bangla-
desh, the National Committee on
Chittagong Hill Tracts on behalf of the
Government of People’s Republic of
Bangladesh and Parbatya Chattagram
Jana Sanghati Samity on behalf of the
inhabitants of Chittagong Hill Tracts
reached the following agreement in four
parts (namely: Ka, Kha, Ga, Gha) to
uphold the political, social, cultural,
educational and economic rights of all
the people of Chittagong Hill Tracts re-
gion, expedite socio-economicdevelop-
ment process and to preserve respective
the rights of all the citizens of Bangla-
desh and their development.

KA) General

1. Both the sides recognised theneed
for protecting the characteristics and at-
taining overall development of the re-
gion considering Chittagong Hill
Tracts as a tribal inhabited region.

2. Both the parties have decided to
formulate, change,amend and incorpo-
rate concerned acts, regulations and
practices as soon as possible in keeping
with the consensus and responsibility
expressed in different sections of the
agreement.

3. Animplementation committee will
be formed to monitor the implementa-

tion process of the agreement with the -

following members: Ka)amembernomi-
nated by the prime minister: Convenor,

Kha) a Chairman of the task force
formed under the purview of the agree-
ment.... Member Ga) President of
Parbatya Chattagram Jana Sanghati
Samity.... Member

4.Theagreement willcomeintoeffect
from the date of its signing and execu-
tion by both the sides. This agreement
will be valid from the date of its effect
until the steps are executed as per the
agreement.

KHA) Chittagong Hill Tracts

Local Government Council/Hill
District Council

Both the sides have reached agreement
with regard to changing, amending, in-
corporating and writing off the existing
Parbatya Zila Sthanio Sarkar Parishad
Ain 1989 (Rangamati Parbatya Zila
Sthanio Sarkar Parishad Ain 1989,
Bandarban Parbatya Zila Sthanio
Sarkar Parishad 1989. Khagrachhari
Parbalya Zila Sthanio Sarkar Parishad
Ain 1989) and its different clauses be-
fore this agreement comes into force.
1.Theword “tribal” used in different
clauses of the Parishad Ain will stay.

2. The name Parbatya Zila Sthanio
Sarkar Parishad will be amended and
the name of Parishad willbe “Parbatya
Zila Parishad”.

3. “Non-Tribal permanent resi-
dents” will mean those who are not
tribals but have legal lands and gener-
ally live in hill districts at specific ad-
dresses.

4.Ka) There willbe 3 (three) seats for
women in each of the Parbatya Zila
Parishad. One-third (1/3) of these seats
willbe for non-tribals.

Kha) 1,2,3 and 4 sub-clauses of
clause 4 will remain in force as per the
original act.

Ga) The words “Deputy Commis-
sioner” and “Deputy Commissioner’s”
in the second line of Sub Clause (5) of
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Clause 4 will be replaced by “Circle
Chief” and “Circle Chief’s”.

Gha) The following sub-clause will
be incorporated in the Clause 4—"The
concerned circle officer will ascertain
whethera personisnon-tribal ornoton
the basis of submission of certificate
given by concerned mouza headman/
Union Parishad chairman/
pourashabha chairman and no non-
tribal person can become the non-tribal
candidate without the certificate. re-
ceived from the circle officer regarding
this.”

5. In the Clause 7 it has been stated
that the chairman or any other elected
. member will have to take oath or give
declaration before Chittagong Divi-
sional Commissionerbefore taking over
office. Amending this in place of
“Chittagong Division Commissioner”
thememberswill take oath or give decla-
ration before “any high court division
judge.”

6. The words “to Chittagong Divi-
sional Commissioner” will be replaced
by “as per election rules” in the fourth
line of Clause 8.

7. The words “three years” will be
replaced by “five years” in the second
line of Clause 10.

8.In Clause Number 14 there will be
provision that a tribal member elected
by other members of the Parishad will
chair and discharge other responsibili-
ties if the post of chairman falls vacant
or in his absence.

9. The existing Clause Number 17
will be replaced by the following sen-
tences: a person will be considered eli-
gible tobeenlisted in the voterslistifhe/
she (1) is a Bangladeshi citizen (2) he/
sheisnotbelow 18 years (3) appropriate
court has not declared him mentally
sick (4) he/sheis a permanent resident
of hill district.

10.InSub-clause 2 of Clause Number
20 the words “delimitations of constitu-
encies” willbe incorporated independ-
ently.

11.InSub-Clause 2 of Clause 25 there
willbe a provision that the chairman of
all the meetings of the Parishad or a
tribalmember elected by othermembers
of the Parishad will chair meetings and
discharge other responsibilities of the

post of chairman falls vacant or in his
absence.

12. As the entire region of
Khagrachharidistrictisnotincluded in
the Mong circle, the words
“Khagrachhari Mong Chief” in Clause
Number 26 of Khagrachhari Parbatya
Zila Sthanio Sarkar Parishad Ain will
bereplaced by the words “Mong Circle
Chief and Chakma Circle Chief”. Simi-
larly, there willbe scope for the presence
of Bomang chief in the meeting of
Rangamati Parbatya Zila Parishad. In
the same way there willbe the provision
that the Bomang Circle chief can attend
the meetings of Bandarban Parbatya
Zila Parishad meetings if he wishes or
invited tojoin.

13.InSub-Clause (1) and Sub-Clause
(2) of Clause 31 there willbe a provision
thatachief executive officer of the status
of a deputy secretary will be there as
secretary in a Parishad and the tribal
officials will get priority in this post.

14.Ka) In Sub-Clause (1) of Clause 32
there will be a provision that the
Parishad willbe able to createnew posts
for different classes of officers and em-
ployees for properly conducting the ac-
tivities of the Parishad.

Kha) The Sub-Clause 2 of Clause 32
will be amended as follows: the
Parishad can according to rules recruit
class three and fouremployees and can
transfer, suspend, terminate or giveany
other punishment. But condition would

~ bethatin case of suchappointments the

tribal residents of the district will be
givenpriority.

Ga) As per Sub-Clause (3) of Clause
32, the government, in consultation
with the Parishad, may appoint officers
fortheother posts and there willbelegal
provision toremove, suspend or termi-
nate or penalise officers as per the gov-
ernmentrules. .

15. “As perrules” willbe mentioned
in Sub-Clause (3) of Rule 33.

16. In the third line of Sub-Clause (1)
of Rule 36, the words “or in any way
devised by the government” willbede-
leted.

17. Ka) The principal clause of the
“fourth” of Sub-Clause (One) of Clause
37 will be valid.

Kha) “As perrules” willbeincluded
in Sub-Clause (2). Gha, of Rule 37.

18. Sub-Clause (3) of Clause 38, will
be cancelled and Sub-Clause (4) will be
amended in conformity with the follow
text, “anawbudgetcanbe prepared and
approved. Ifneeded, atany time, before
the completion of the previous financial
year.” . '

19. Rule 42 will incorporate the fol-
lowing suibclause:

“The Parishad, with the allocated
money ffom the government, will re-
ceive, initiate or implement any devel-
opment |project in the transferred
subjects dnd all nationallevel develop-
ment programmes willbe implemented
through the Parishad by the concerned
i ies /divisions/organisations.”

b-Clause (2) of Rule 45.

21. Rules 50, 51, and 52 will be re-
pealed and following clauses will be
introduced:

“Ifneefled, the government will give
advice or regulatory directives for
streamlining the Parishad activities
with the) objectives of the aforesaid
rules.” i

“The government, if the government
receives Lmy hard evidence that any
activity #)r proposed activity of the
Parishad §s violating the aforesaid rules
nsistent with it, will have the
authorityito ask for written information
along with explanation. The govern-
mentwillalsohave theauthority togive
advice ojdirectives in this regard.”

22.“Within 90 days of abolition of the
Parishad{ shall be read in place of “af-
ter theexpiry of defunct period” before
the words “The Act” under Clause 53
Sub-Clause (3).

23. Thé word “Government” will be
replaced by the word “Ministry” in the
third and fourth lines in Clause 61.

24. A) ﬁSub-Clause (1) in Clause 62
willbe replaced by the following:

Whateyer be the provisions in the

rules and the Parishad will
transfer, and take action against them
as per thg prescribed rules.
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However the condition will be that
tribals of the district will get preference
in case of this appointment. |

25. The words “supports vo)hllbe pro-
vided” will remain in thind line in
Clause 63. V

26.Clause 64 willbe amen ed asfol-
lows. |

A) Whatever exists in the \purrently
prevailing laws, without prigr permis-
sion of the Parishad, no lands, includ-
ing leasable khas lands in the district,
can be leased out, sold, pur#hased or
transferred. |

However, it willnotbe appht:able in
case of the reserved forest, Kaptai
Hydroelectricity Project area; Betbunia
Satellite Station area, state-awned in-
dustrial enterprises, and lands re-
corded in thename of the government.

B) Whatever exists in the|currently
prevailing other laws the government
cannot acquire or transfer any lands,
hills and forests under thejunisdictions
of the hill district Par1sha4 without
prior discussion and approﬁ/all of the
Parishad.

Ga) The Parishad may superwse or

control thework of headmen, thmrman, :

amin, surveyors, kanungo and assist-
ant commissioners (land). | -

Gha) The fringe land of Kptai Lake
will be leased out on priority basis to

their original owners. |
27.Clause 65 willbe amen#ed tofor-

mulate thefollowing: For the timebeing,

whateverlaw isin force/theland devel-

opment tax of the district will be in the
hand of the Parishad and the tax to be
collected on that account will be in the
fund of the Parishad. f‘

28.Clause 67 will be amengled to for-
mulate the following: Parishadiand the
government will raise specific propos-
alsifitis necessary for the cogrdination
of the Parishad and the goyernment,
and coordination of work will be done
through mutual consultations.

29.Sub-Clause (1) of Clausg 68 willbe
amended to formulate the \yfollowmg
sub-clause: |

With a view to fulfilling | \tthJe objec-
tives of this law, the government will be
able to prepare rules after discussion
with the Parishad through gazette noti-
fication. Even after the formulation of

any rule, the Parishad will have the
right to appeal to the government for
reconsideration of such rules.

30. Ka) In the first and second para-
graphs of Sub-Clause (1) of Clause 69,
the words “prior approval of the gov-
ernment” will be dropped and follow-
ing part will be added after the words
“should be done” in the third para:

It is conditional that if the govern-
mentdisagrees withany partof the pro-
vision formulated then the government
will be able to provide suggestions or
directivesregarding the provision.

Kha) in the (Ja) of Sub-Clause (2) of
Clause 69, the other related laws, acts
and ordinances and the Local Govern-
ment Council Law of 1989, it will be
settled as per theadviceand the propos-
als of the regional council.

12) The government may form an in-
terim regional council and give it the
responsibilities of the council untiland
unless theregional councilis formed on
thebasis of direct and indirectelection.

13) The government may formulate
any law regarding Chittagong Hill
Tracts subject to discussion with the
regional council and that will be done
as per the advice of the council.

14) Fund of the council will be formed
from the following sources:

a) Finance received from the district
council fund.

b) Finance and profits from all the
property whichhavebeen provided and
directed by the council.

c) Loan and grants from the govern-
ment and other authorities.

d) Grants provided by any institution
or person.

e) Profit from the financial invest-
ment of the ouncil.

f) Any of the finance received by the
council.

g) Finance received from other
sources of income provided to the coun-
cil as per the direction of the govern-
ment.

GHA) Rehabilitation, General
Amnesty and Other Issues
Both sides have reached the following

position and agreed to take pro-
grammes for restoring normal situation

in Chittagong Hill Tracts area and to

this end on the matters of rehabilitation,
general amnesty and other related is-
sues and activities.

1) An agreement as signed between
the government and the tribal refugee
leaders onMarch9,1997, at Agartala of
TripuraState, onbringing back the tribal
refugees staying in the State of Tripura.
Under this agreement, repatriation of
tribal refugees began onMarch 28,1997.
This process will continue and the lead-
ers of the PCJSS will extend all possible
cooperation in thisregard. Theinternal
refugees of the three hill districts willbe
rehabilitated through their properiden-
tification by a task force.

2) The land record and right of pos-
session of the tribal people will be
ascertained after finalisation of theown-
ership of land of the tribal people. And
toachieve thisend, the government will
start land survey in Chittagong Hill
Tracts and resolve all disputes relating
to land through proper scrutiny and
verification in consultation with the
regional council tobe formed under this
agreement. These steps will be taken
soon after signing and implementation
of this agreement between the govern-
ment and the PCJSS and rehabilitation
of the tribal refugees and internal tribal
refugees.

3) The government will ensure leas-
ing two acres of land in the respective
locality subject toavailability of land of
thelandless tribals or the tribals having
less than two acres of land per family.
However, groveland canbe allotted in
case of non-availability of necessary
lands.

4) A commission (land commission)
willbe constituted under aretired judge
for the disposal of all disputes relating
tolands. Besides settlement of the land
disputes of the rehabilitated tribals, this
commission will have full power toan-
nul all rights of ownership onland and
hills which have so far been given ille-
gal settlements orencroached illegally.
Noappeal canbe made against the ver-
dictof this commission and the decision
of this commission will be treated as fi-
nal. This willbe implied in case of fringe
land.

5) This commission will be consti-
tuted with the following members:
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Ka) Retiredjudge.

Kha) Cirdle chief (concerned).

Ga) Chairman representative of the
regional council.

Gha) Divisional commissioner/ad-
ditional commissioner.

Uma) Chairman of the district coun-
cil (concerned).

6) Ka) The tenure of the commission
willbe of three years. But the tenure can
be extended in consultation with the
regional council. _

Kha) The commission will resolve
disputes on the basis of existing laws,
customsand systems of Chittagong Hill
Tracts.

7) Theloans, which were obtained by
repatriated tribals from government
agenciesbut could not (be) properly uti-
lised owing to conflicting situation, will
be exempted with full interest.

8) Rubber plantation and allotment
of other lands. The allotments of lands
tonon-tribalsand non-residents for rub-
ber cultivation and other purposes but
notyetutilised the lands for the projects
properly during the last ten years, will
be cancelled.

9)The governmentwillallocate addi-
tional finance on priority basis for tak-
ing up maximumnumber of projects to
develop Chittagong Hill Tracts. Projects
will be implemented on priority basis
for construction of infrastructure for the
development of theregionand the gov-
ernment will allocate necessary funds
for this purpose. The government will
encourage development of tourism for
local and foreign tourists, taking into
consideration the environmental aspect
of the region.

10) Reservation of quota and alloca-
tion of scholarships: The government
will continue the quota system for the
tribals in case of government jobs and
higher education till they reach at par
with the people of other regions of the
country. With this aim in views the
government will providemore scholar-
ships for tribals boys/girls in educa-
tional institutions. The government will
providenecessary scholarships for tak-
ingeducationabroad and research pur-
suit.

11) The government and the elected
representatives willbeactive to preserve

the distinctiveness of the tribal culture
and heritage. The government will pro-
vide due patronisation and assistance
for expansion of tribal cultural activi-
tiesat par with thatof the mainstream of
the national life.

12) The PCJSS will submit to the gov-
ernment within 45 days of signing of
this agreement the full list of its armed
membersand description and accounts
of all arms and weapons under its con-
trol and possession.

13) The government and the PCJSS
will jointly decide the day, date and
place for depositing arms by the PCJSS
within 45 days of signing of this agree-
ment The government will ensure all
kinds of security for the members of the
listed members of the PCJSS and their
families for coming back to normal life
after declaring the day, date and place
for depositing arms by the listed mem-
bers of the PCJSS.

14) The government willdeclare am-
nesty for those members who will de-
posit arms and ammunition on the
scheduled date. The government will
withdraw cases lodged earlier against
those persons.

15) The government will take legal
action against those who will not de-
positarms and ammunition within the
stipulated time.

16) General amnesty willbe givento

all PCJSS members after they return to
normal life and thisamnesty willalsobe
given to all the permanent residents
who were connected with the PCJSS
activities. '

Ka) Each family of the repatriated
members of the PCJSSwillbe given Taka
50,000 in cash at a time for their rehabili-
tation.

Kha) All cases, warrants of arrest,
huliaagainstany armed member or gen-
eral member of the PCJSS will be with-
drawnand punishment given after trial
in absentia will be exempted after sur-
render of arms and comingback tonor-
mal life as soon as possible. The
members of the PCJSS, if they areinjail,
will be released.

Ga) Similarly, no case will be filed or
no punishment be given to any person
for merely being the members of the

PCJSSaftersurrendering arms and com-
ing back tp normal life.

Gha) Theloans obtained by themem-
bers of thd PCJSS from any government
banks or atheragenciesbutcould notbe
utilised owing to conflicting situation
would bepxempted with interest.

Uma) Those members of the PCJSS
whowerdemployed in various govern-
ment jobd would be absorbed in their
respective posts and the eligible mem-
bers of their family willbe givenjobs as
per their gualifications. In such cases,
the govetnment principles regarding
relaxation of age will be followed.

Cha) Bank loans on soft term will be
given to the members of the PCJSS for
cottage industry and horticulture and
othersuch self-employment generating
activities)

Chha) Educational facilities will be
providedifor the children of the PCJSS

~and the certificates obtained from for-

eignboard and educational institutions
will be cansidered as valid. ]

17) Ka) Immediately with signing
and executing the agreement between
the government and the PCJSSand with
the members of the PCJSS coming to
normal life, all temporary camps of
army, andar and village defence forcein
Chittagong Hill Tracts excepting Bang-
ladesh Riﬁes (BDR)and permanentcan-
tonmentp (three in three district
headquatters and in Alikadam, Ruma
and Dighinala) will be gradually
brought back to the permanent places
andadeaklljne for this will be fixed. The
membersof the armed forces canbe de-
ployed uaderduerulesand procedures
incase of fleterioration of law and order
situation pnd in times of natural calami-
ties or like other parts of the country
under the control of the civil adminis-
tration. 'Ehe regional council may re-
quest the appropriate authorities for
such help and assistance in case of such
anecessity and in due time.

Kha) The lands to be abandoned by
military dr paramilitary camps and can-
tonmentg will be either returned to the
original pwners or to the hill district

councils,
18) Ti&e permanent residents of
Chittagohg Hill Tracts with priority to
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the tribals willbe given appointment to
all categories of officers and employees
of all government, semi-goviernment,
parishad and autonomous bodies of
Chittagong Hill Tracts. In case of ab-
sence of eligible persons amorig the per-
manent residents of Chittagong Hill
Tracts for particular posts, the govern-
ment may give appointment pn lien or
for a definitive period such pbsts.

19) A ministry on Chittagong Hill
Tracts Affairs will be set up agpointing
one minister from the tribals, The fol-
lowing advisor committee will be con-
stituted to assist this ministry:

1) The Minister in charge pf

Chittagong Hill Tracts Affairs;

2) Chairman/representative,

" regional council; i

3) Chairman/representative,

Rangamati Hill Distric{ Council;

5) Chairman/representative,

Bandarban Hill Districtf Council;

6) MP,Rangamati; ;

7) MP,Khagrachhari; ;

8) MP,Bandarban,; {

9) Chakma Raja (King); |

10) Bomang Raja; ;

11) Mong Raja; and

12) Three non-tribalmemberstobe

nominated by the government
taking one permanentnon-
tribal resident from ea¢h three
hill districts. ;

This agreement is preparedjin Bangla
and completed and signed inDhaka on
Agrahayan 18,1404, December 2,1997.

Onbehalf of Onbehalf of
the Government of the residents
the People’s Republic  of Chittagong
of Bangladesh Hill Tracts
(Abul Hasanat (Jyotirindra
Abdullah) Bodhipriya
Larma)
Convener, President
National Committee ~ Parbatya
on Chittagong Chattagram
Hill Tracts, Jana Sanghati
Government of :
Bangladesh . :
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