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Muslim holiday, many ordinary Turks 
sent the money they annually give for 
zekat or" alms" (one of the five pillars of 
Islam) to Kosovar refugee relief.3  

Waves of Forced Emigration of  
Kosovar Albanians across the 
20th Century  

During the First Balkan War in 1912, 
Serbia occupied Kosovo which was then 
still part of the Ottoman Empire. To 
strengthen its demographic claim to the 
region, Serbia engaged in massacres of 
Albanians in the region's main cities (a 
Danish journalist reported 5,000 Alba-
nians killed in Prishtina after its cap-
ture).4 From 1912-1915, over 100,000 
Kosovar Albanians fled Kosovo, with 
many eventually settling in Turkey.  

The second wave of forced emigration 
of Kosovar Albanians took place between 
1918-1939. The Great Powers gave 
Kosovo to Serbia in 1918, with the  
. agreement in 1919 that minorities would 
be protected. Serbia immediately began a 
program of harassment of Kosovar 
Albanians: closing Albanian schools, 
expropriating cemeteries and mosques, 
seizing Albanians'lands, followed by the 
colonization of Kosovo by Montenegrins 
from the west and Serbs from the north. 
During this period, half the arable land in 
Kosova was confiscated by the 
government. In fear, and deprived of 
their land, many Kosovars emigrated to 
Turkey. For example, from 1924-1926, 
32,000 Albanians emigrated to Turkey 
from Kosovo. 5 All told, around 120,000 
Kosovars left Kosovo between 1918-
1939, with many ending up in Turkey.  

Revealing of Serbian policy at this 
time was a government plan for many 
more to leave. In 1938, Serbia planned 
and contracted with Turkey to take 40,000 
families from Kosovo. A fabrication was 
that all these families were Turks. The 
specification of "family" was used to refer 
to all those living under one roof. With 
the extended families of Kosovar 
Albanians, this would have signified at 
least ten people per family, for a total of 
400,000 to be expelled.6 World War II 
intervened so the plan was not carried out.  
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The third wave of Albanian emigra-
tion to Turkey from Kosovo took place 
after World War II, from 1953 to 1966. 
Kosovar Albanians had not supported 
Tito's Partisans during the war, and they 
were not attracted to communism, with 
its anti-religious policies and col-
lectivization programs, after the war. 
Rankovic, close friend of Tito and 
known for his anti-Albanian stance, was 
in power until 1966. Kosovar Albanians 
were encouraged to register as "Turks," 
which many interpreted as "Muslim." 
Then, as "Turks," they were harassed and 
encouraged to emigrate to Turkey. At 
least 100,000 did so during this time. 7 
The fourth wave is of course the 
expulsions of the spring of 1999. To 
date, over 900,000 Kosovar Albanians 
have been expelled from Kosovo, with 
another 300,000 internally displaced, and 
unknown numbers killed.  

Conclusion  

Thanks to these waves of forced emigra-
tion, there are numerous people in Tur-
key of Kosovar Albanian descent. Many 
of these people have taken Kosovar refu-
gees, who are relatives or distant rela-
tives or frie1'1ds, into their homes. Thus, 
of the 16,000 Kosovar refugees in 
Turkey at the end of May, 1999, more 
than half were not in the refugee centre. 
Instead they were principally in Istanbul, 
Tekirdag, Yalova and Bursa-cities where 
there are sizeable numbers of people of 
Albanian descent. Besides a common 
Islamic and Ottoman heritage, these 
people also share more recent ex-
periences of political oppression in the 
Balkans.  

Compound the common cultural her-
itage and historical experience with the 
high value placed on hospitality in 
Turkish culture, the supportive action  

 

of Turkey' s leaders, and the presence of 
other Albanians, and it is not hard to 
understand the warm welcome the Kosovar 
refugees received in Turkey. Behind this, 
though, the Kosovar Albanians in Turkey 
represent four generations of loss and the 
sadness and trauma that often accompany 
forced emigration. As with the recent 
Bosnian experience,8 the repeated waves 
of Kosovar refugees to Turkey reflect what 
happens when only immediate 
humanitarian crises have been dealt with, 
while the political policy that periodically 
cre- . ated large numbers of refugees was 
left unchallenged.m  
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