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The Refugee Studies Programme, 
Oxford University 

The Refugee Studia Rognmme was established in 
1982 at Quem EliYbeth House, Oxford University, 
out of the n d  for f m h  directions and practice. An 

A. and q rc scnu t ivu  from host governments. 
Thlopoh project design. training. raurch, public 
dsb.ter, publiatioirs and seminars, the RSP seeks to 
hclp bxt countria and d u g e n  break the prrrent 

A W r  objective of RSP is to stimulate the 
denqdapdmu d puJlel programmes in other pa- of 
I& world, in paniculu in unmtries hosting large 
popukionr of refugees. The Refugee Studies 
Ropnmme at Juba University in thc Sudan was 
utrbltrhed in 1985. Siilar initiatives have begun 
at chul.longkom University in Bangkok, the 
Univaity of Zambia. Makcrere University, Uganda 
and the Colegio de Mtxiw. The RSP is also a 
member of thc International Refugee Documentation 
Network. which aims to widen the availabiilhy of 
information md audemic literature in this fd. The 
Refugee Doanaenuion Project at Yo* University 
and the RSP have bcen in contact since 1982 and 
fonmlizcd their wllaboration in 1985 through the w 

sponsonhip d the hmatma& - .  
rympaium. 

"Twentieth Ceatury Rdugees in Eumpc uui the 
Middle k t " .  Together with Lmd, Univasity, 
Swcden, they were the wfoundaf of ths Inter- 
Univenity Consottium for Refugee Research 
(ICRR), which was pined by the ,- for 
Migration Studies. The furt product of thc ICRR is 
the Directory of C m m  RUCOTC~, wtuC& will be 
updated d y .  The RSP actively aaunga links 
and co-openm with the qanjl aber  a n t n s  in , 
Europe and North Amerjca. wdr'iu the D e p m e n t  
of sociology. CuZeron University, wh& refugee 
resea& is being c o n d u d .  , 

An indepardent evaludon of the hb& of 
emergency aid policies was undauLsn by Batban E. 
Hunll-Bond in Imposing Aid: Emergency ksirtancc 
to R c f u g . ~  (Oxford Uniwrity Press. 1986). In a 
recent study f a  WFP in the bonier campa m 
Thailand. Josephine Reynell pin-pointed some 
disturbiig facts about security and the psychological 
abuse of childm. A study in Uganda was uodutakm 
in October for the EEC by the RSP jointly with a 
Ugandan rcademic Refugee Ism. a reries of 
worlring papas plblished in conjllncrion WW the 
British Refugee Council, is now in its third M i m e  

Since 1985 thhyone visiting fellows. both 
rcdanicr a d  piaaitioners (many refugeu), have 
been .archcd to the RSP, rrpumting twenty-one 
oaiodtics. Fellows have wxur to all the 
rrrcurcu of the University. a d  are expected to share 
ruurchandexpcrim~cmdtoprticipstcintheRSP 
saUiMnmdrped.l-. 

'Ibe RSP is canmirted to contributing to the 
rudution of d c t  Ihrough public debate, bringing 
togclhcr u many sides of r dispute as possiblc In 
the pan y u r  them hu a confamcc on the 
Westem S & p  u which both the Sahnwis and -' 
Mcroccmr prtiapated; mother. titled "Ihe D i a  
of Incompatible Riqities" concerned rcrettlcment 
policies in E- and mare recently a meeting was 
d e d  in coajunaion with the M i  East Cmtn  and 
Mediul Aid to Palestinians to dmw attenlion to the 
urgent siauriar in the refugee prmpr in Lebmoa. 

~ o s t  Ay ;;r*intemitional symposium was held 
in Afghanirun whicb brought tpthcr 189 d u g e u .  
scholur, government o w  from borh'Pakistm 
and Iran, rrpruautives of agencies working on the 
bordcn. and d u d s  fran within Afghanistan iuelf. 

A highlight in Autumn 1986 was a major speech by 
the UN High Cammissioner on the need f a  political 
will to d v e  today's refugee problem. 
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I wish to become a friend of the Refugee Documentation Project for the 1987- 
1988 academic year. I understand that all friends receive Refuge as well as 
information on the research activities of the RDP. My cheque for $2 5 (or ) 
made payable to the Refugee Documentation Project is enclosed. 
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