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Paths To Equity
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in Canadian Early Childhood Education
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and Rika Lange
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Paths to Equity is based on an extensive nationwide study of 77 childcare centres in Montreal, Toronto, and Vancouver
on the cultural, linguistic, and racial diversity in Canadian Early Childhood Education (ECE). The report presents the
results this study on how the ECE system is responding to the increasing diversity of contemporary Canadian society.

A fully one third of teachers interviewed in this study responded, at the time of graduation from ECE programs, did
not feel that they were well prepared to work effectively with children and parents from diverse backgrounds. In this
ground-breaking study, the authors have addressed teachers' views on diversity in the education programs; parents
difficulties in collaborating within the current education system; teachers' difficulties in understanding many "ethnic"
parents; desire of many parents for better communication with staff, preferably in their own languages, and for more
information about their individual children, and chances for effective input; and the evidence of some continuing

problems with racism, irrespective of the good intentions of centre staff.

Paths to Equity will be of interest to ECE faculty, policymakers, centre supervisors and staff and others interested in
the inclusion of diversity content in professional education programs.
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