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Religious Persecution and Beyond
Religious Freedom On The Run

Kathryn Graham

According to Amnesty International
"a new refugee is created every 21 sec-
onds." Many of the world's 15 million
asylum seekers flee their homes and
countries to escape persecution be-
cause of their religious beliefs and
practices. "It is estimated that over
75% of the world's population claim
adherence to a religion and yet, 2.6 bil-
lion people are denied freedom of reli-
gion including one million religious
prisoners."1 These facts alone should
draw particular attention to 'religious

freedom' as a human rights issue in
need of greater public address.

Often, the question of 'religious
persecution' is complex in terms of
making a significant distinction be-
tween persons persecuted based on
religion and other types of asylum
seekers since the violence may be
intertwined with issues of ethnicity
race, nationality, political views and/
or membership in a specific social
group. Nonetheless, it is essential
that human rights organizations

and foreign affairs departments not
discriminate between groups of refu-
gees based on their religious beliefs.
The focus must be on confronting the
problem itself. By campaigning
against religious rights violations, is-
suing reports of abuse inflicted on
explicit individuals and/or groups
and helping to ensure protection for
such displaced and vulnerable per-
sons, the democratic mandate of moral

and social responsibility is being ful-
filled.
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