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International Intervention in Refugee Crises
Kurt Mills

In 1978, there were 4.6 million refugees
worldwide. Just fifteen years later, at
the end of 1993, that figured climbed to
19.7 million. That same year, there
were also 24 million internally dis-
placed persons scattered among many
conflict zones. That is, one out of every
130 people in the world was displaced
as a result of persecution, violence, or
natural disaster.1 In the following two
years, the number of refugees declined
somewhat as refugees repatriated as
conflicts in Afghanistan, Cambodia,
Ethiopia, and Mozambique came to a
close. At the same time, the numbers of

the internally displaced rose.2 The dis-
placed have fled human rights abuses,
ethnic conflict, and generalized vio-
lence. In addition, there are many oth-
ers who have left their home
voluntarily in search of work or basic
subsistence.3 Taking into account
documented and undocumented la-
bour immigrants, there are about
80-100 million people living outside of
their countries of origin, or perhaps 1.5
percent of the entire population of the
world.4 There has been increased at-

tention on the effects refugees, the in-

ternally displaced, and other migrants
are having on host countries, both
economically and from a security per-
spective.5 Governments have felt in-
creasing pressure, as a result of public
backlash against immigration, to curb
the influx of people.

Concurrent with these develop-
ments, there has been a resurgence of
international interest in varying hu-
manitarian crises and communal con-
flicts and a renewed focus on collective

security, made possible by the end of
the cold war. In fact, since 1989 there

Centre for Refugee Studies, York University
 is collaborating with JSTOR to digitize, preserve and extend access to

Refuge: Canada's Journal on Refugees / Refuge: Revue canadienne sur les réfugiés
www.jstor.org

https://www.jstor.org

	Contents
	p. [1]

	Issue Table of Contents
	Refuge: Canada's Journal on Refugees / Refuge: Revue canadienne sur les réfugiés, Vol. 15, No. 3 (June 1996) pp. 1-39
	Front Matter
	International Intervention in Refugee Crises [pp. 1, 3-4]
	In Memoriam: Lisa Gilad [pp. 2-2]
	International Responses to Human Displacement: Neo-liberalism and Post-Cold War Geopolitics [pp. 5-9, 4]
	Refugee Flows and Humanitarian Intervention: Problems of Selectivity and Politicization [pp. 10-14, 22]
	Refugees as an Impetus for Intervention: The Case of Haiti [pp. 15-17]
	Security for States Versus Refugees: "Operation Provide Comfort" and the April 1991 Mass Influx of Refugees from Northern Iraq into Turkey [pp. 18-22]
	Humanitarian Interventions as Practices of Statecraft: Re-Crafting State Sovereignty in Refugee Crises [pp. 23-29]
	Special Topic
	The Role of Informal Organizations in Resettlement Adjustment Process: A Case Study of "Iqubs", "Idirs" and "Mahabers" in the Ethiopian Community in Toronto [pp. 30-38]

	Back Matter



