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Dear Professor Clark-Kazak,

It is our pleasure to submit our manuscript, “Competing Motivations in Germany's Higher Education Response to the Syrian Refugee Crisis,” to you for consideration in the Refuge. In accordance with the journal’s guidelines, we confirm that our manuscript:
1. has been fully anonymized/blinded;
2. complies with the journal’s submission guidelines;
3. has not been previously published nor submitted simultaneously for publication elsewhere.
To encourage your review of our work, we wanted to highlight some factors we hope may provide additional helpful information. 
1. This paper makes a unique contribution to the current literature on refugee integration in Germany because much of the current scholarship on the refugee crisis period in Germany in 2015-2016 was either only available in German and therefore inaccessible to an English readership, or was written in English but did not utilize the rich original German-language source materials and so is incomplete from that perspective. With this manuscript, therefore, we have tried to provide a solution to both problems by making a paper with many translations of information from German-only sources available now to an English-language readership.
2. In preparing this manuscript we have had it carefully proofread and edited by our George Washington University in-house editor. 

3. This research is part of the ongoing work of the “Berlin Refugee Research Group” https://gsehd.gwu.edu/directory/bernhard-streitwieser, which is studying the evolution of Germany’s response to the integration of its refugee population, with a particular focus on the higher education sector.
4. We are currently applying for external funding to continue to build on the work reported in this paper, which was seed funded by the George Washington University UNESCO Chair in International Education for Development, as well as a small grant the first author received from the International Education Research Foundation for exploratory research on credentialing of refugees.
Thank you very much for your consideration of our manuscript. We look forward to hearing from you at your earliest convenience.

Sincerely yours,
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